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. WHAT LABOR DAY MEANS
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. By JOHN L. LEWIS, W
President of the United Mine Workers of America,
(Written for the United Press.) ‘

‘day this year undoubtedly hu‘s a deeper signifieance for the mem-

bers of ghe organized labor movement than in any other year since Labor Day
was inStituted.  We are all paintully aware ot the terrible ‘business and indus-
trinl depression through which not only the people of Amerlca but‘of the
worldfare now passing. i
We know that labor has carried more :than
the depression tlm(\ followed the closing of th'u most gignutle and ‘destructive

its share of the burden of

war in the history of the world. “We know that labor has paid and is still
qmyh:.:' more than its just share of the'price at which the safety of civiliza-
tion was purchased in that war. Not only are we fully .cognizant- of all of

these outstanding facts, but we point with unbounded pride to the splendid

o! organnized workers in America, fully detel’_mlnesl"to do itheir htrtottc k}ﬁt.\';
the war could not have been wol, for it was only through the combined,
steady, sustained efforts of labor that fuel. food and war supplies were pro-
dueced with which to wage amd win, the combat, &

Let us, therefore, on this Labor Day, turn our tlmughts to what it all
means to Ameviean and the world:  Let each »\\'m'kingdxnu:n tell himselt the
s‘lnl‘_\' of labor's record. It will make h}m a Dbetter and stronger union man
than he ever was before,  Let cach man and woman in the labor movement
recall to mind the fundamental principles upon which the Tabor union move
ment ix foundedetor those principles ave as sound as the rocks of the moun-

tains and as fundamental as the air we breathe, The lTabor movement stands

1tor all that is good aud jnsf and fair in Mdustry,  Because it stands for these

ideals 4t should and must have the heartiest support of every man and wo-

man who works.  Fortunate, indeed, are we, the millions who are members of

Inbor unious, that we are able on this Labor Day to boast our membership.

On this, Labor's holiday, we show to the world that the trade union movement

relains its brillianey, its strength, its aspirations and its sense of eternal justice.
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